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Asian Elephants

For 4,000 years the Asian elephant has been an important part of life for people
Asia. They have hauled logs, carried soldiers and even today are still used for
ceremonial and religious purposes. They serve as a sacred symbol and have been
worshipped for centuries.

There are far fewer Asian elephants than African elephants. Exact figures are
impossible to determine, but It is estimated that 30,000 Asian elephants remain, of
hich about 30% are captive. While countries such as India, Vietnam and Myanmar
have banned the capture of wild elephants in order to conserve the species, they
are still caught. Not only does the capture of elephants decrease the amount of
elephants left in the wild, many are killed because of poachers’ crude capture
methods. Once captured, Asian elephants are trained, traded and used for
entertainment in tourism where mistreatment and abuse is a common problem.

The main threats for wild elephants are human-elephant conflict and habitat loss.
About 20% of the world’s human population lives near present range of elephants,
herefore farmers in Asia encounter elephants eating their crops. Retaliation by
he farmers and villagers often result in killings of these elephants, and experts
have already considered that these kinds of confrontations are the leading cause
of elephant deaths in Asia.

Development and urbanization in Asia has led to habitat loss for elephants,
destroying their natural environment and making it harder for the species to
survive. This development is also cutting off elephant corridors and isolating
groups of elephants. It is estimated that fewer than ten contiguous regions of
more than 1,000 individuals exist in Asia today. This fragmentation of the
population leads to interbreeding and results in a loss of genetic diversity. Asian
elephants are also threatened by poachers seeking ivory, but they have smaller
tusks and in some cases no tusks and are valuable to the tourism industry.
Therefore the ivory trade is less of a threat to Asian elephants.




